
“It’s possible you read too many books.”    “No, I definitely do that.”

Nicki.thornton.nt@gmail.com

Former lawyer Keera Munroe wants to put her past behind her with 
nothing more challenging than selling enough books to pay the bills. 

But when Keera opens a bookshop in idyllic Crossways, there’s a lot 
she cannot leave behind, like the fact she’s hard-wired to seek out 
truth and justice. Or her nose for trouble—which is telling her that 
village life is not quite as lovely as it appears . . . Right about the 
time the first body turns up.

Announcing Nicki Thornton’s first crime novel for adults

‘One of the most original children’s writers 
around’ - Waterstones

Will appeal to readers who love English detective fiction, from 
Elly Griffiths to Anthony Horowitz

Nicki Thornton’s debut crime novel was inspired by nearly 
twenty years working in and with bookshops. She discovered 
bookshops are naturally 
places where gossip is 
shared. Having been a 
lifelong fan of crime fiction, 
she decided it would be the 
perfect place to set a 
murder mystery series.

‘Thornton, like Christie, can turn murder into a thoroughly comforting bedtime read’ -The 
Telegraph

One burnt-out lawyer. One shiny new bookshop. One dead customer.

“I need to find the right 
thing so that I look at 
least reasonably smart, 
trustworthy, and not at all 
like some panicky, over-
imaginative, full of 
conspiracies and 
conjecture bookseller 
who reads too many 
books. 
And thinks they’re an 
amateur sleuth.”

“My experience has taught 
me most people lie and 

keep secrets when they talk 
to the police. I think the 

police expect it.”
 – Keera Munroe

Nicki Thornton is the bestselling author of 
two  crime-fantasy  series  for  children. Her 
books have been translated into 15 languages. 
She has been nominated for awards including 
CrimeFest  Best  Crime  Novel  for  Children 
(twice),  and  for  the  Prix  Elbakin.Net  for 
fantasy writing

WELCOME TO THE . . .

’Mum loves a good murder.’
‘Murder mystery,’ I can’t 

help but correct her.
Actual murders are 

absolutely no part of my 
lovely new bookshop life 

and are firmly in my past.
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